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Guidance on initial management of 
positive blood cultures in adults ≥16 
years old 
 
For ANP and medical staff  
 
This document contains information to guide initial 
management of new positive blood culture results.  
It can not cover all eventualities, but addresses the most 
important and frequently encountered scenarios.  
Note: Gram positive cocci can not always reliably be 
differentiated into staphylococci or streptococci on 
microscopy alone. In such situations, please refer to 
both flowcharts.  
 
All significant blood stream infections will be followed up 
by the Consultant Microbiology team, either by 
telephone or in person. 
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